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knows that this island is celebrated for precious stones;
indeed, there are writers who believe that Mount
Ophir of the Scripture is Adam's Peak of Ceylon.1 Be
this, also, as it may, our ever-enterprising and active-
minded Admiral, Sir Samuel Hood, determined to
bring this reputation to the proof, and, one day at
dinner at the governor's table, actually announced his
intention of having a hunt for the sapphires, rubies,
tourmalines, chrysoberyls, corundums, and so on, for
which the island has been long celebrated. His
excellency, with the suavity of a courteous host, smiled,
and wished the Admiral success. Her excellency, the
governor's lady, smiled, too, at this vain fancy of the
Admiral's, and exacted a promise of a ring set with the
stones which the proposed expedition was to yield.
Even the well-bred aides-de-camp and the knowing
secretaries exchanged quizzical glances at the Admiral's
expense. The company at large scarcely knew, as yet,
whether to treat so queer a proposal as a j oke or as a
serious affair. Sir Samuel, however, was not a man to
be quizzed out of his purposes; and he therefore begged
to have a party of workmen sent to him next morning to
accompany him to a river not far off, along the banks of
which, he had somewhere heard it reported, most of the
finest stones in Ceylon had been found. He begged
also that each of the men might be furnished with a
basket, a request which naturally produced a second
titter; for it was made in such a tone as led us to fancy
the worthy Admiral expected to collect the rubies and
garnets in as great profusion as his far-famed predeces-
sor, Sinbad the sailor, found them in the Valley of
Diamonds.

His precise plan he kept to himself till he reached

1 [This is wrong. Ophir has been looked for in many directions,
from EasT: Africa to Burma, but it is almost certainly not in Ceylon.
Ophir was famous for its gold. The moft plausible identification is
the ancient Buddhist port of Suppara, near Bombay.]
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